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1. THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A MEMORANDUM PREPJW 
BY ICRC ON ICRC PRISONER ACTIVITIES IN ARGENTINA DURING 
1978. MISSION COMMENTS FOLLOW IN SEPTEL. 


2. QUOTE. 

FROM JANUARY TO THE END OF APRIL 1977, THE ICRC 
CARRIED OUT THE FIRST SERIES OF VISITS TO PLACES OF 
DETENTION IN ARGENTINA. THESE WERE SUSPENDED FOR SEVERAL 
MONTHS AND RESUMED IN DECEMBER. 

3. VISITS TO PLACES OF DETENTION 

THESE VISITS CONTINUED RIGHT THROUGH 1978. THE ICRC 
DELEGATES WENT TO 32 PLACES OF DETENTION WHERE THERE 
WERE ABOUT 4,000 DETAINEES. AFTER THE RELEASE OF 
DETAINEES IN THE COURSE OF THE YEAR, THE. AUTHORITIES 
STATED THAI AT THE END OF 1978 THERE WERE 2,500 HELD AT 
THE DISPOSAL OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE. 

MOST PLACES OF DETENTION WERE UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF 
THE FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL PENITENTIARY SERVICE. TWO - 
THE MILITARY PRISON OF MAGDALENA, PROVINCE OF BUENOS AIRES, 
AND E MILITARY CAMP OF LA RIVERA, PROVINCE OF COAL-OCA, 
CAME UNDER THE MILITARY AUTHORITIES. A THIRD CAME LINDER 
THE FEDERAL POLICE IN BUENOS AIRES. 

SOME OF THE PLACES OF DETENTION WERE VISITED ON TWO 
AND EVEN THREE OCCASIONS. THIS WAS THE CASE FOR THE 
SEVEN PLACES OF DETENTION WHERE THERE WERE THE GREATEST 
NUMBER OF DETAINERS, NAMELY, THE PRISON OF VILLA-DEVOTO 
In BUENOS AIRES, AND THOSE OF LA PLATA, SIERRA CHICA, 
KAWSON, CORUNDA, RESIS1ENCIA AND CORDOBA. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH CRITERIA WHICH THE ICRC 
CONSIDERED ESSENTIAL FOR THIS TYPE OF ACTIVITY AND THE 
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED BY THE ARGENTINE AUTHORITIES IN 1977, 
THE DELEGATES WERE ABLE TO TALIi TO ALL THE DETAINEES IN 
PRIVATE, COMPILE LISTS OF NAMES, DISTRIBUTE VARIOUS 
RELIEF ITEMS AND UNDERTAKE A PROGRAM OF MATERIAL 
ASSISTANCE TO DETAINEES FAMILIES. 

THESE CONDITIONS ALSO STIPULATED THAT THE ICRC WAS 
FREE TO MEET ALL PERSONS DETAINED BECAUSE OF THE 
SITUATION PREVAILING IN ARGENTINA. THIS FREEDOM WAS 
GRANTED IN MOST OF THE PLACES VISITED BY THE DELEGATES, 

WHO MET ALL THE DETAINEES HELD AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE, THE MILITARY AUTHORITIES AMD THE 
FEDERAL POLICE AND THOSE IMPRISONED BY THE MILITARY 
TRIBUNALS. HOWEVER, IN TWO PRISONS, THOSE OF RAWSON AND 
BAH IA-ULANCA, THEY WERE UNABLE TO VISIT 17 DETAINEES WHO 
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HAD YET TO APPEAR BEFORE THE MILITARY TRIBUNAL. 
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BESIDES THE PERMANENT CONTACT ESTABLISHED BY THE 
DELEGATION IN BUENOS AIRES WITH THE AUTHORITIES, ALL 
THESE VISITS WERE RECORDED BY THE ICRC AND THE REPORTS 
WERE HANDED TO THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT. 

Ill APRIL DURING A MISSION TO ARGENTINA, THE 
DELEGATE-GENERAL TOR LATIN AMERICA DISCUSSED THE ACTIVITIES 
OF THE ICRC WITH THE MINISTERS OF THE INTERIOR AND OF 
FOREIGN AFFAiHS, AND WITH THE GENERAL CHIEF OF STAFF 
OF THE ARMY AND THE COMMANDER OF THE 3RD ARMY CORPS. 

‘ IN NOVEMBER A MEMORANDUM WAS HANDED TO THE MINISTER 
OF THE INTERIOR SUMMING UP THE STATEMENTS, OBSERVATIONS 
AND SUGGESTIONS OF THE DELEGATES AS A RESULT OF THEIR 
VISITS. THE ARGENTINE AUTHORITIES INFORMED THE ICRC 
THAT, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THESE OBSERVATIONS, STEPS HAD 
BEEN TAKEN TO REMEDY SHORTCOMINGS REPORTED BY THE 
DELEGATES. 

AT THE SUGGESTION OF THE ICRC, THE ARGENTINE 
AUTHORITIES RELEASED SEVERAL DETAINEES FOR HEALTH REASONS. 

4. RIGHT OF OPTION 

IN RELATION TO THE RIGHT OF OPTION, THE ICRC IS 
CALLED UPON AT REGULAR INTERVALS TO CONTACT THE FAMILIES 
,0F DETAINEES AND EMBASSIES ABLE TO PROVIDE VISAS AND TO 
TAKE STEPS WITH THE RELEVANT AUTHORITIES. 


HAVE GIVEN THEIR FORMAL AGREEMENT TO THE ICRC'S 
KANDYiHG THE CASES OF DETAINEES WHO HAVE NO CLOSE 
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FRANCS A YEAR. BY THE END OF 1978 THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF 
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY THE ICRC CAME TO 1,081,705 SWISS 
FRANCS AND BY THE END OF APRIL 1979, 1,390,606 SWISS FRANCS 
AND BY THE END OF APRIL 1979, 1,890,606 SWISS FRANCS. 

EXPENDITURE TO DATE AMOUNTS TO 1,240,550 SWISS 
FRANCS,- THE AVAILABL E BALANCE BEING 650,500 SWISS FRANCS. 

TO COVER THE ESTIMATED EXPENSES FROM MAY 1979 UNTIL THE 
END Of THE YEAR, TARING ACCOUNT OF THE AVAILABLE BALANCE 
AND OF THE CURRENT MONTHLY BUDGET OF ISO,00C SWISS FRANCS 
FOR OPERATIONS COSTS AND PROGRAMS OF ASSISTANCE FOR 
DETAINEES AND THEIR FAMILIES, AN ADDITIONAL SUM OF 
APPROXIMATELY 550,000 SWISS FRANCS IS REQUIRED. 

9. GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PROGRAM AS OF APRIL 30, 
1979 WERE: 

IN THE BEGINNING OF 1S77 THE ICRC STARTED A PROGRAM CANADA 

OF ASSISTANCE FOR THE HOST NEED FAMILIES OF DETAINEES. GREAT BRITAIN 

NETHERLANDS 

THIS ACTIVITY WAS STEPPED UP IN 1978, SO THAT BY THE NORWAY 

END OF THE YEAR S0O FAMILIES, COMPARED WITH 200 IN THE SWEDEN 

BEGINNING, WERE RECEIVING THE BENEFIT. THIS CONSISTED OF SWITZERLAND 

A FOOD PARCEL EVERY MONTH AND, IN CERTAIN CASES, EMERGENCY 

MEDICAL AID ALSO. IN ADDITION, 175,415 SWISS FRANCS WERE GIVEN BY 

HAT I ORAL SOCIETIES FROM AUSTRALIA, CANADA, FEDERAL 

HI SOME PRISONS THE DEI EGATES GAVE DETAINEES REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, GREAT BRITAIN, JAPAN, SPAIN, 

ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE AMOUNTING TO 13,500 SWISS FRANCS. SWEDEN AMD 35,218.25 SWISS FRANCS FROM 0XFAI1 AND 

MOREOVER, EVERY MONTH FROM OCTOBER ONWARDS THE ICRC MISCELLANEOUS IN SWITZERLAND. VANDEH HEUVEL 

GAVE DETAINEES IN THE LARGER PRISONS WITH NO FINANCIAL 
RESOURCES SMALL SUMS OF MONEY WHICH THEY COULD SPEND IN THE 
PRISON CANTEENS. 

IN 1973, THE MATERIAL ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY THE ICRC 
TO DETAINEES AND THEIR FAMILIES AMOUNTED TO 171.300 SWISS 
FRANCS ( INCLUDING 5 TONS OF MILK DONATED TO THE ICRC 
BY THE SWiSS CONFEDERATION ). 

6. MISSING PERSONS AND THE ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTRAL 
TRACING AGENCY 

THE AGENCY OFFICE IN THE DELEGATION IN BUENOS AIRES 
CONTINUED RECORDING THE NAMES OT PERSONS REPORTED MISSING 
AMD HANDED THESE LISTS TO THE APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES. 

AT THE END OF THE YEAR THE ICRC MAD NOT RECEIVED ANY HEWS 
FROM THE LATTER. 

THE ACTIVITIES OF THE AGENCY OFFICE MAINLY CONSISTED 
HI RECORDING, ON INDEX-CARDS, ALL INFORMATION PERTAINING 
TO DETAINEES VISITED, TRANSFERRED AND RELEASED. IT ALSO 
ISSUED ABOUT 120 TRAVEL DOCUMENTS TO REFUGEES WITHOUT 
IDENTIFICATION PAPERS, WHO WERE AUTHORIZED TO LEAVE 
ARGENTINA AND GO TO ANOTHER COUNTRY. 

7. STAFF STRENGTH 

III 1978, THE DELEGATION IN BUENOS AIRES, WHICH IS 
ALSO THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE ICRC REGIONAL DELEGATION 
FOR THE COUNTRIES OF THE SOUTHERN CONE, WAS MADE UP 
OF EIGHT PERSONS, NAMELY, ONE PERSON IN CHARGE, TWO 
DELEGATES, TWO DOCTOR-DELEGATES, ONE AGENCY OEt EGATE, 

A PERSON FOR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS AND A SECRETARY. 

IN ADDITION, THE ICRC RECRUITED 13 PERSONS LOCALLY. 

8. FINANCING 


103,480.80 
134,420.00 
176,250.00 
313.S22.4G 
391,900. 00 
500,000.00 
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RELATIVES AND WHO ARE THEREFORE UNABLE TO EXERCISE THIS 
RIGHT PROVIDED FOR UNDER THE ARGENTINE CONSTITUTION. 

5. MATERIAL ASSISTANCE 


IN JULY 1978, CONSIDERING THE EXTENT OF ITS 
ACTIVITIES OF PROTECTION AND ASSISTANCE IN ARGENTINA, 

THE ICRC MADE AH APPEAL TO THE GOVERNMENTS AND NATIONAL 
SOCIEITIES OF A SCORE OF COUNTRIES FOR 2.4 MILLION SWISS 
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E. 0. 1 2 0 6 5: GDS 6/14/85 (PALMER, STEPHEN) OR-O 

TAGS: SHUM, SREF, ICRC, AR 

SUBJECT: JJSG FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR ICRC PRISONER PROGRAM 
IN ARGENTINA 


REF: (A) GENEVA 1 0 0 7 5 (B) GENEVA 8 8 7 7 

ICRC SUMMARY OF ITS ARGENTINA PRISONER PROGRAM FORWARDED 
REF A. • IN DISCUSSION WITH MISSION OFFICERS, CONVERS AND 
CORTHESY OF ICRC OFFERED CONVINCING ARGUMENTS THAT THIS 
PROGRAM AFFORDED A SIGNIFICANT DEGREE OF PROTECTION TO THE 
ARGENTINIAN PRISONERS, MAINLY IN INHIBITING DISAPPEARANCES, 
AND WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN AMELIORATING PRISON CONDITIONS. 

THE PROGRAM IS CONTINUING AND WILL REQUIRE AN ADDITIONAL 
550,000 SWISS FRANCS FOR THE BALANCE OF CY 1979. A NEW 
APPEAL WILL BE REQUIRED FOR THE 1980 PROGRAM, BUT ICRC 
DOES NOT WISH TO LAUNCH A NEW APPEAL NOW, PREFERRING TO 
GIVE THE US AND OTHERS AN OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE QUIET CON¬ 
TRIBUTIONS TO AN ON-GOING PROGRAM. THEY HOPED THE US 
COULD NOW CONTRIBUTE. PLEASE ADVISE. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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HAO WORKED VERY CLOSE WITH ISRAELI AMBASSADOR FOR PAST 
FEW YEARS, BUT NOW HAD LOST .FAITH IN Hill. I EXPLAINED 
TO MRS. TI HERMAN OF HIGH REGARD HELD FOR ISRAELI AMBASSADOR 
NIRGAD IN DIPCORPS. I ALSO ADDED I FOUND AMBASSADOR 
N1RGAO TO BE A REAL PROFESSIONAL AND OF HIS DEVOTFD AND 
HIGH INTEREST IN HER HUSBAND'S CASE. I CONCLUDED BY STATING 
AMBASSADOR NIRGAD AND I WORKED VERY CLOSELY IN OUR EFFORTS 
TD OBTAIN HER HUSBAND'S FREEDOM. IT BECAME APPARENT SHE 
WAS PLEASED TO HEAR 11V COMMENTS ON NIRGAD. SEE BUENOS 
AIRES 4"72, PARAGRAPH FIVE. 


E.O. 11065: GDS 6-11-85 (CASTRO, RAUL H. > OR-II 
TAGS: AR SHUM 

SUBJ: 10 HRS. JACOBO TI HERMAN MEETS WITH AMBASSADOR 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT) 

2. HRS. JACOBO TI MERMAN, ISRAEL RESIDENT UP TO A FEW 
WEEKS AGO, CALLED ON ME AT CHANCERY Oil FRIDAY (JUNE 8) 

TO REVIEW HER HUSBAND'S DETENTION BY GOA. MRS. TI MERMAN 
APPEARED TO BE-IN EXTRAORDINARILY GOOD SPIRITF. SHE IS 
A VERY ATTRACTIVE MIDDLE-AGED LADY. 

3. CRATI1UDE TO USG AND PEOPLE: MRS. TI MERMAN OPENED 
BY THANKING ME PROFUSELY FOR VISITING HER HUSBAND ON 
APRIL 12. SHE ALSO CONVEYED HER GRATITUDE TO USG AND 
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE FOR THE CONSISTENT EFFORTS TO 
LIBERATE HER HUSBAND. SHE ACKNOWLEDGED THE MAIN THRUST 
OF ACTION COMES FROM THE UNITED STATES. SHE SPOKE WITH 
AH AIR OF DISAPPOINTMENT OH THE MINIMAL EFFORT EXPANDED 
BY EUROPEAN COUNTRIES, INCLUDING ISRAEL. MRS. TIMERMAN 
STATED EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 

AL A BIG STORM ON HUMAN 

RIGHTS BUT IT REMAINS AS ALL TALK. 

4. JACOBO TIMERMAN'S MENTAL OUTLOOK: MRS, TIMERMAN 
STATED SHE HAS LIVED WITH JACOBO TIMERMAN FOR TWENTY-NINE 
YEARS AND HAS NEVER SEEN HIS AS DEPRESSED AND DISCOURAGED 
AS NOW. SHE DESCRIBED HOW A FEW DAYS AGO HE HAD CRIED 
LIKE A BABY AND HAD TO HOLD HIM IN HER ARMS TO COMFORT 
HIM. SHE EXPRESSED DEEP CONCERN ABOUT JACOBO'S MENTAL 
STATUS. I TOLO HER DURING MY VISIT TO HER HUSBAND ON 

APRtL 12, 1979 HE APPEARED STRONG, CONFIDENT AND FULL OF 

STEAM. SHE ATTRIBUTED THAT TO PLAY ACTING AS HE WAS 

TRYING TO IMPRESS ME WITH HIS "MACHISMO." MRS. TIMERMAN 

SHRUGGED HER HEAD AMD SAID AFTER ALL HE IS ARGENTINE 

AND IN MANY INSTANCES LATIN CHARACTERISTICS STILL PREDOMINATE 

IN HIS PERSONALITY, 

5. LETTER TO JUNTA: I INQUIRED ABOUT A CERTAIN LETTER 
BEING WRITTEN BY JACOBO TO THE JUNTA. MRS. TIMERMAN 
EXPLAINED A DRAFT HAD ALREADY BEEN SENT TO GOA OFFICIALS 
BUT IT HAD BEEN RETURNED. SUPPOSEDLY CONTENTS OF DRAFT 
SENT CONSISTED OF REQUEST BY HER HUSBAND TO BE PERMITTED 
TO GO TO ISREAL ON HUMAN I TAR I All GROUNDS AS WELL AS ON 
LEGAL GROUNDS. HE SPELLED OUT FACT HE WAS NOT UNDER PEN, 
THEREFORE, NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR RIGHT OF OPTION. 

WHEN DRAFT CAME BACK GOA OFFICIALS SCRATCHED OUT PHRASE 
"NOT UNDER PEN, THEREFORE, HOT ELIGIBLE FOR RIGHT OF OPTION" 
AND INSERTED "INASMUCH AS I AM DETAINED UNDER THE PEN 

I'M SU8JECT TO MAKE APPLICATION FOR RELEASE UNDER RIGHT 
OF OPTION." THIS HAS SERIOUSLY UPSET JACOBO TIMERMAN. 

A SECOND DRAFT IS BEING PREPARED BY JACOBO AND HIS 
ATTORNEY BUT MRS. TIMERMAN PROFESSED IGNORANCE OF CONTENTS 
OF SAME. SHE PROMISED TO SEND ME A COPY OF PROPOSED 
NEW DRAFT. FOR MORE DETAIL S ON DRAFT LETTER SEE PARAGRAPH 
FIVE OF BUENOS AIRES 4672. 

6. ISRAELI AMBASSADOR: MRS. TIMERMAN STATED HER HUSBAND 


7. TIMERMAN THE BRAGGADOCIO: HRS. TIMERMAN TOLD ME 
RABBI MYER, HER HUSBAND'S SPIRITUAL COUNSELLOR, HAD 
SUGGESTED TO HER HUSBAND TO BE CAREFUL IN WHAT HE TOLD 
HIS VISITORS, AS ROOM WAS PROBABLY "BUGGED.'* MRS. TIMERMAN 
DESCRIBED HER HUSBAND AS NOT NORMALLY A BRAGGART, BUT 
WHEN HE FELT OPPRESSED A MANIFESTATION OF EXAGGERATION 
APPEARED. TO SUM,IT UP, MRS. TIMERMAN STATED HER HUSBAND'S 
MAIN OBJECTIVE WAS TO LEAVE‘AND FORGET ARGENTINA EVER 
EXISTED. SHE SAID HER HUSBAND HAO 110 DESIRE TO WRITE, 

SPEAK OR LECTURE ABOUT HIS EXPERIENCES WHILE INCARCERATED. 
SHE FELT HER HUSBAND IS NOT MENTALLY CAPABLE AT THIS 
POINT TO DO ANY OF THESE THINGS. IT WAS MADE CLEAR TO 
MRS. TIMERMAN IT WAS NOT INTENTION OF USG TO SILENCE 

HER HUSBAND HOW NOR IN THE FUTURE. THIS WAS SOLELY THEIR 
DECISION. MRS. TIMERMAN REPLIED THEIR PRIORITY WAS TO 
GET HIM OUT OF ARGENTINA AND WORRY ABOUT PHASE TWO AFTER 
HER HUSBAND'S FREEDOM HAD BEEN OBTAINED. 

8. TI HERMAN SON TO NEW YORK: PLEASED AS CAN BE, 

MRS, TIMERHAN STATED HER YOUNGEST SON WOULD BE REPRESENT¬ 
ING HER HUSBAND IN ONE OF THE NEW YORK UNIVERSITIES TO 
RECEIVE AN AWARD. SHE ALSO ADDED THIS SAME SON WOULD 
PROBABLY REMAIN IN HEW YORK CITY AS HE WAS ENGAGED TO A 
YOUNG LADY FROM THAT CITY. SHE ALSO STATED HER SON MIGHT 
OBTAIN EMPLOYMENT WITH THE STAFF OF SENATOR KENNEDY. 

9. MRS. TIMERMAN LEFT AS RADIANT AND SPARKLING AS WHEN 
SHE HAD ARRIVED. SHE REPEATED HER PROMISE TO SENT ME A 
COPY OF SECOND DRAFT AND ALSO TO COORDINATE ACTIVITIES 
WITH ISRAELI AMBASSADOR. 

CASTRO 
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FOR HA (AILEEN ROBINSON), INS/CORAP (MR POTTER) 

INS/CO PLEASE PASS ELECTRONICALLY TO INS LOS ANGELES 

E. O. 12065 N/A 

TAGS AREF, SHUM, CVIS, AR 

SUBJECT HEMISPHERICA PAROLE P R GR AM: TRAVEL PLANS OF MARIA 
BEATRIZ COTTANI, A-21 607 717 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 4447 

1. THE INTERVIEWING CONSULAR OFFICER AND REVIEWING IMMIGRATION 

OFFICER HAVE APPROVED THE PAROLE' APPLICATION OF MARIA BEATRIZ 
COTTANI, 97/78. THE FOLLOWING FILE NUMBER WAS ASSIGNED BY 
INS/CO (CORAP.: A 2 1 607 7 1 7. 

2. MISS COTTANI AND HER PARENTS, WHO ARE ACCOMPANYING HER FOR 
A SHORT FAMILY REUNION, SCHEDULED ARRIVED LOS ANGELES JUNE 11 
AT 2300 HOURS ABOARD AERGLINEAS ARGENTINAS 378. 

3. THE FILE FOR THIS CASE WILL BE POUCHED TO INS/CO AS PER 
INSTRUCTIONS. HOWEVER, THE FILE DOES NOT INCLUDE A MEDICAL 
EXAMINATION REPORT OR PHPTOGRAPHS. 

4. HA: PLEASE NOTIFY SPONSORING VOLAG, LIRS, CHILEAN REFUGEE 

RESETTLEMENT PROGRAM, 909 - 4 T H AVE SEATTLE WASH. 98 1 04, 

C/CO MR PATRICK. TARAN (206-624-0855) THAT THE ESTIMATED 
ARRIVAL TIME IN SEATTLE, WASHINGTON IS JULY 1. THE 

COTTANI FAMILY WILL PHONE THE SPONSOR DIRECTLY WITH 
EXACT ITINERARY FROM CALIFORNIA. 

5. DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. 
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